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TSU alumna accepts
special education post
Texas Southern University
alumna Darlene Breaux has
been named as the new director
of special populations for the
Teaching and Learning Center
at Harris County Department of
Education. Breaux will oversee
continuing professional learning
opportunities for teachers who
educate students being served in
special population programs.
Breaux’s credentials include
state teaching certifications in
English as a second language and special education. She
is a former principal, special services coordinator and
national teacher trainer.

Texas Southern University held its Winter Commencement ceremony December 10 in the H&PE Arena.
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner delivered the commencement address.
Renald “Ren” Moore (left) a Radio, Television and Film student was class
valedictorian. Sarah Tarek Hussein (right)
a Biology student was salutatorian.

Members of the graduating class,
along with faculty members and
TSU President Austin Lane
gathered on Tiger Walk for a
pre-commencement group photo.
This was President Lane’s
inaugural commencement ceremony after being hired in June as TSU’s 12th president.
Port Arthur businessman Roosevelt Petry (center)
was presented with university’s highest honor - the
honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters. Petry is shown
with Interim Provost and Vice President for Research
Dr. Bobby Wilson (left) and TSU President Austin Lane,
right.

Texas Southern University held its 2016 Winter
Commencement ceremony on December 10.
Family and friends of the graduating class filled
the University’s H&PE Arena to watch the
academic work of their loved ones culminate in
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees. TSU
awarded 807 degrees and awarded an honorary
doctorate degree to businessman Roosevelt Petry, Jr of Port Arthur, Texas.
Renald “Ren” Moore, finished as the class valedictorian, with a 3.99 cumulative grade point
average and a 4.0 institutional GPA. Ana Gabriela Cepeda Morales, a blind student, received
See Commencement on page 2

TMSL alum named D.A.
in Dallas County
Texas Southern University
Thurgood Marshall School of
Law alumna Faith Simmons
Johnson has been appointed
by Governor Greg Abbott as
Dallas County’s new district
attorney. Johnson is a former
state district judge who has
spent the last decade as an
attorney in private practice.

TSU News
The deadline to submit news or information for
TSU E-News is Thursday at Noon for the
following week’s edition. Submissions may be
sent to calliskd@tsu.edu or pickensek@tsu.edu.
For any questions or comments, call
Eva Pickens at 713-313-4205.

TSU E-News NOW Credits:
Andrew McCray-Media Writer/Graphics;
Earlie Hudnall-University Photographer;
Karen Celestan-Executive Writer/Editor;
Kendrick Callis-Communications Specialist;
Rodney Bush Marketing/Communications;
Tiffany Asberry-Administrative Assistant;
Eva Pickens-VP of University Advancement

YOUR WEEKLY TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY ELECTRONIC NEWS &
INFORMATION SOURCE
FROM THE OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS – (713) 313-4205
December 12-18, 2016
Page 2 of 2

Click Here to
Vote Miss TSU
for EBONY
Campus Queen
You can vote 3
times a day, voting
ends January 15

Commencement ... from page 1

Ana Gabriela Cepeda Morales, walks across the stage to accept her
degree with her service dog, Calliope.

thunderous applause and a standing ovation as she walked across
the stage to accept her degree with her service dog, Calliope. Both
Moore and Morales credit the campus-wide support they received,
particularly from TSU’s Office of Disability Services, as key
factors to completing their education.
TSU President Austin Lane, presiding over his inaugural
commencement ceremony, presented Petry with the university’s
highest honor - the Doctorate of Humane Letters. Petry was
honored for his steadfast support and commitment to TSU
students.
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner delivered the
commencement address. Mayor Turner has been a longtime
advocate for Texas Southern, both in his role as a state legislator
and as a former adjunct professor in TSU’s Thurgood Marshall
School of Law. He delivered a rousing speech to motivate the
graduates.
“You are a reflection of everyone who has helped you to be
here today, so every time you do well they do well, have no
regrets and always remember that the best is yet to come,” he
said.

