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Farewel | Dean Virgie| M
Thank you for 30 years
A | awyer, educator, admi\Viirsgireat loe molrac
served as assistant dean for student
and 2 and Seminar on Advanced Legal] Ar
/) Mouton retired at the end of 2020, ar
succshses .has played an integral rolelin
year s. Dean Mouton not only worked [Jfor
the class of 1982.
Dean Mouton worked in higher educat] on
Honorable Henry E. Doyl e, the first graduate Ppf
court of appeadesan Moautteonofal Beox assu.ccessfully rgn
and was an assistant county atto@®nédyamrdomwoH&r pingd
forever be cherished by students, faculty, stgff
Messages to Dean Mouton:
Ms. Jo sAdyiBiedgme Mouton is a |l ady that made me f pel
Teclesha BBANPhesltkeaniean Mouton is truly an] ad
believes in each of our success. Understanding,
she was to me. I remember reaching out to herl| é
busi ness. I am more than willing to | end my s:lpp
classes who had her all 3 years, but more tha g
not hing but the best in your ©6buture endeavors,) D
Bj or B &akke mpor mer SBA Pr gnsaind esn tDecafn 2MBGAU@do nw atna sk iy cow
t hat t he bat thsl et higs . LnotWthde yevues, yott f eele |ddkvwen,g|iwe
overwhel mgd saean ¢a&npick yourself up, reme mhiery a uh
dare give up. God has @mazing things in storel]fo
As you can see, faculty and students | ove Dean M
everyone feel special. We wish Dean Mouton sudqce
appreciates her hard work and congratmunl at ec hdr!
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Far ewel | Dean Mout on

After 30 Years of Service

a2 ¥ Dean Virgie Mouton
'45 is Retiring

- I’/mscjoin usina

Virtual Celebration Zoom Reception
on'l hursdu_v. December :71/1

at 11:30 a.m.

Protected It, Improved It, Passing It On!
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STAFF HI GHLI GHTS

Thurgood Law welcomes 3 new s

Mi Amy L. Ratr a
Associate Dean for Student Services 4adnd

Mi Amy sRatvrem as the Associate Dean |fo
Support at Thurgood Mar shall School ¢f
of Law, Ms . Ratra served i n vari oup
international public and p&M vianiev @rnssiftiyt
Coll ege of Law;BIlBrZyHa nptr oygmriavre r sUntiyver 4i t
and Sout hwest University of Politicall S
Ms . Ratra has a wide spectrum of experience ifn
programs, and assessment . Her outstanding serjvic
Spirit of Services SpetctdafrdmamidAMUACDTI d e @O 1 JfF
Associati on. She had also received the Excel] en
Counci l in 2008. She has been appraised as a (qi s

of Nottingham Ningbo.

Ms . Ratra has an LL. M degree with Commendatioln |
Master Degree of Laws from Southwest Universify
English Language and Education from Southwest [No

ren Fedel e
sions Coordinator

‘;ﬂLaureniEethaéfnieerrsattion graduate of thg¢ U
"mwhere she earned a Bachelor of Artg d
graduati on, Lauren worked at UT At h]et
Icontinuing her work as a student enpp |

goal s. After a couple of year s, Lauf en
admi ssi ons, and program management by
Worl dStrides. This is where Lauren's passion]fo
Lauren brings a wealth of knowl edge and commijt m

Coordinator
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Thurgood Law welcomes new {t e
Antoinette McCardel |
Executive Assistant to the Executive| Di
Antoinettei MctClae dExXécuti ve Assistan&] tc
Soci al Policy Executive Director. M{ .
from the University ®fimMmMopsyoholwogwn.] aS
‘and dedicated professional with 10+ vy
administrative and opelrav eélonaslt afsfupj]paonr
management . Throughout t he cour se of
communication and coll aboration to build effgct
environment while driving opti mal of fice effigie
admi nistrative tasks such as identifying areag o
empl oyee engagement , and ensuring adherence tp o
productivity and performance, all with an owndrs
Ms . Mc Car del | a3 son hMhdsi agenaaneér Family Ther dpy
graduated with distinction and is a |icensed Mar
she has worked in disenfranchised communities]an
help reunite families. She cares deeply about Jhe
she volunteers as a crisis counselor for an ofnl i
di al ogical practices and uses this training pfof
wel |l ness.
Pl ease join us in welcoming these 3 pr
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STUDENT NEWS

Student Spotlight: Briapn
" Brianna AntoTMe&Ltel ®sarbf 2022, i s| o
Student Spotlight. Brianndag umas ng sges
working toward her dream of bﬁB(rcirﬁrirmgi
Bakeirry May of 2020 during the pandemi c

decided to turn her personal l ove iInt c
known by hféhef &dmindayjnyda $sdslyesar|l sviaeys enj pye
puts her i n a happy ©place. Briannal] be
"beauti fully for any theme the cust ojmer
cakes, crow# heomegal cakesholvari os ghprat
making delicious bread such as Dbri oJche

; e Not only does Brianna have a passiojn f
prosecutor since she was a young girl . Summetd] 20

of fice,; she says this internship allowed her |Jto
after | aw &chpeln, thbhutexgpmendi ng her bakery busilne
chall enges, but Brianna finds a way to make t i me
weék notice on orders to carve out time in her] sc
Not only is Brianna bal ancGngl schaol|l e#dr koandngfeh
Revi ew, on the Mock Trial t eam, a Civil Proceldur
Bl ack Law Student Association, and a Lexis Ngxi

i nvolved and says she found a healthy bal ancd b
successful attorney and pér fteopt ipmg olrarnt yg r afiiftdo opdhe
forward in everything that she do@®sLiwhi @B20ang

Brianna credits her success to her hard wor k Jand

heavy workload and still b haer ®uaces 2f4u |h outr isdje mt
choose how you use them. You can always find Jtir
decorating cakes and watching videos of peopl 4q d
right. | absolutely | ove | aw schodoll .t &onlkbde salmeeéh

while @oing it.

Foll ow Brianna on I nstagram @t hebriannabak4e8&ly.]lan
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Omar Vargas Bar Schol arshi

Wesley Okereke
First Place

52000 g

Undisclosed
Second Place

$1500

THE LAW OFFICE OF
OMAR O. VARGAS, P.C.

Yesenia Rios
Third Place
S750
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EXPERI ENTI AL EDUCATI ON DEPJAF

THE EXPERIENTIA,

EDUCATlON DEPARTMENT

The Experiential Education Department congratulates the

- .:. -
Fall, 2020 Class of Certified Mediators. Q'r_l__r.'/

o T Profession.
Jacqueline Bily Jeffrey Guyot Mariah Noyola
Sydney Brown Stephanie Gutierrez Cynthia Offordile
Tonjula Carey Keydra Jones Laiza Palma
Jordaon Coleman Lauren Jones Nikita Parbhu
Lauren Coler Shaquita D. Jones Landalynn Haley M. Ramirez
William Crayton Connor Ann Lasater Elayne Robinson
Lauren Dorman Tyler Lee Erica Johnson
Daniela Fuentes Ranjit Singh Lidhar Jose Salazar
Gerardo Garcia Morteza Karimi Rashonda Shaw
Darian Shonte Marie Hannah Kayla Lattimore Tasha Thomspon
Ronny Varughese George Sydney Merrell Tamika D. Temple

Javier Gonzalez Ashton Moore Trevon ]. Watson
D'Anthony Graham Sarbjit Nagi Michael Wong |

T g [J TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
[N Thurgood Marshall School of Law

Ifyou have any questions about the Experiential Education Department, please contact Associate Dean Stephanie Ledesma, Stephanie.Ledesma@tmslaw.tsu.edu

HE EXPERIENTuAL
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT,
Ad]unct Professor Chrlstopher Self, and 3L externshlp students

= 8 exonerations for 8 juvenile offenders.

‘ CONGHA TULATIONS Professor Self and the students of the Juvenile Lifers Without Parole Externship:

R
@ LeOtis Johnson Tasha Byrd Thompson
=\ Keydra Jones Albert Trevifio
5 Shay'la Lyles Michelle Villagomez
Ayanna Pierre Lindsay West

o 5U  EXPLORE THE PRACTICE

Thurgood Marshall School of Law FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, PLEASE CONTACT DEAN STEPHANIE LEDESMA, DEAN'S SUITE
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ALUMNI HI GHLI GHTS
LUMNN T HEWS

A
Meredith Lilly TMSL Al umna ajnd
Newly Appointed U.S. Senatof F

TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

I l Thurgoed'Marshall School of Law

THURGOOD/MARSHALL SCHOOL OF LAW

the historic win of Raphael Warnock, U.S:Senator-elect
of Georgia and his senior advisor, Thurgood:Law
alumna, MeredichfY. Lilly '05.

Meredith Y. Lilly ‘05
SENIOR ADVISOR Rev. Raphael Warnock

WARNOCK CAMPAIGN GEORGIA SENATOR-ELECT

Hi storically Black Colleges and Universities]in:
el ection. Thurgood Law has a star of our ownj} M
her new role as State Director for newly apploin
from Thurgood Law in 2005 and has since theng be
campaign strategy. She served as the Directonq of
t he Regional Political Director on t&hkesObamgs f oD

roles prepared her to take on Senator WarnocH's
experience on the campaign] ha

Meredith says her
this race was about winning fdgr C

sayi8s much as

communities for generations to come. With the¢ nc¢
day of this campaign which called for inten®of on
Meredith did just that-time hioglrerinuGeaomugi avatsjh ias
el ection stirred conversation in the homes o m
the first African American elected to the ena

Morehouse Coll ege.
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The 2020 election opened the ddor

el ection means equal ity iGaemdesgisme w i
‘'Senatori al representation reflelcts
‘12:hi|dren raised in the deep s¢ut'l
and challenging times in Americlan
public housing in Savannah, Geofgi
a better tomorrow. Warnock is 4§ tr
reflective of the pursuit of equit
and Ameriocans al i ke.

MEREDITH Meredith is making her dream c¢cbpme

opportunities for her communit vyl M
LILLY her career path by ensuring thgt ¢
knowl edge related to Ameilihcuarng ohgds tg

me discipline and taught me to pe
and the communi 6Merse dihtait dn coewrraegeesntal | Thur good
sow into it. She says soci al capital @c kunplwe dejxwis
be sure to invest your time in iktonewngr v klieVvell byod
things: 1. Be mentored, and 2. Re ac bs byasc kMaarngld ipto

M n
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Al um, Victor Vital (class]|of
Thur gsoodJdanuary Trail bl azegr

Vi ctori sVitthibss tmroanitlhbl azer as|] he
Super Lawheesbeing a powerf (I I
graduated from Thurgood Lad&| in
known for his diverse exper]ien
ranging in patent l'itigatiop,

business tort cases, and so |man

Vital says he i s hSounpoerre dlaabvwdf elr e
proud to see hi nmisef £elongrtafei fa
professional accomphyshmMenta$ . |
| awyer at Barnes and Thornhurc
handl-prbf ghestaamlde shijglhry tri a]l s

Vital believeé& thheawtdl eachascsasenchemental ly | ed to
enj oys. Even though Vital has netncHedet hes hlggh
become an established | egal commentator and ¢qorr
success to @WMhurogroeodd myaw,xperi ence at Thurgood, I
mock trial and trial simul ati on, thesésaxpeV| eal

encourages Thurgood Law students to study hdrd
vigorousl y.




THURGOOD

THURGOOD MARSHALL SCHOOLOF LAW

TOIDAY

TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

ALUMNI HI GHIlcb 6H.TS
ALUMNN THEWS

Al um, Jerome Mansour Karam (cl ass]| of

Jerome M. sKaramurgood Lgw a
hands in real estate andl pe
is bringing family fun tjo C
founder and operator of P MK
devel opment company <consjtru
family entertai nment cefpter
Centr e, previously known as

Karam graduated from TMSL
began his career i n perpon.
practices today. Still, pve

|l i felong passion for repl
known around Galveston county to buy old ang v
Karam belfiwevieavde htad turn properties oThmtiec kEwnmgilres

purchase the Mal/l of the Mainland and turn it [
house a trampoline park, race car track, sklat i
zZiplining, a ropes course, andr etiai Ir eisst adue aad,t] sw hn
cl osed; for this to be successful, bKaraam d&lay sr
i mportant for kids to exercise and play so that
back to Galveston county. The Mainland City |JCen
Texas. The centFerbrwialrly,ompeid itrhemircest aurants Wil l

Not only is Karam i n t@se rae sstoe dd eivneIfoﬁiﬁbinlgydabvuﬁy,m,l'lrcuawi
I

of fer family discounts for Thurgood Law studfent
and 45 into a modern gym, opening the first] we
Thurgood Law students and alumni that plan tq vi
Karam credits his real estate success and | egal
no other siMhoolowdukdught me to be grittidcdsrajpand
Kar am. He encourages current Thurgood Law stpude
from a | egal dimgr éaw Kaemgames dys, o0fierhed ed doeresp tah
withobt sitove for Thurgood Law encourages him t
al umni and students to visit his devel opment]|s a

continually.
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ALUMNI ON THE MOVE
Governor Abbott Appoints Thurgood |La
Phillips To Texas Medical Boar d| Di

< .

Governor Greg Abbot't has apspobnt gt & swio 4 I8N ae,
Jackson and Kimberly Phillips, to the I@(XIﬁSSOtFG’dﬁ

i's set to expire on dtaemummriys 1H6et 2t0@ 2e x wihri ¢ eo M hd a
Ant oi fTeotdtdeac keafonHoust on i s an atfgorr
Banks Law Firm. She is a member of
Housing Provider s, Ur ban Land Il ns
Foundati on, Thurgood Marshal/l Sdqhoo
Habitat for Humanity. Jackson refcei
University of Virginia and a Jur}]i s
School of Law at Texas Southern Juni

Ki mberl yoPhHbuspen is the Generpl |

at Shel l Oi | Company. She is a]mer
Houst on Bar Associati on, StatealBar
Law and a for mer director and I um

She serves on t he Boar d of Di rject
Conflict Prevention and Resol ut on
Science i n Criminal Justice Admi ni
Uni versity and a Juris Doctor degr e
Law at Texas Southern University.

Congratul ations on your new app¢
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Bl ank Rome Wel comes Tht
Kryst al Studiavent R

rgood LKarwy satlau mnSat u dja o ieBnlé al nRka nRscenye &sla s
ector of Di versity and | msc|cucsmnoinf, mefn
ersity, e quUBEdYK,r yasntda li rbalimnsgisonll year
l egal i ndustry G&GanHodust dmscefdf iime .B1 an
| ank Rome, Krystal will work cl o
others to ®r esdtrea,ttedgémn dglhodnnysdh @ Etp | e

e plans as needed over ti me; t o
nse of belonging and connectivitly,;
DEI ; to serve as a DEI br and am!n
itiatives, ands pdriovgerrasnes ;p oapnud attoi o

am excited to join Blank Rome as i
rdsca,i d St udafifennts Ramsaeny .amazing oppo
wn

ts Director
r

roi
bl e change and positive i mpact throughopt
t Pal merts MNdmandki nRjonfear t mikerry s taanld i GE Oa shaii dih
d |l eader with a uni gueoPadmeirnatuirafiveo fatladg
e
r
n

—
L= R

has joined us and are confident t hat h
s work of Sophia Lee amdhaocwi cDIl aelgi tdw
porting our Firm, colleagues, cdbients, 34
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k n
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be
re
t h
tr
toi

0
S
y
S
a
e

an

®3 T e
S o

a
ading contingent | egal tal ent C 0 mj
e (yD APPbPpae | n antei oPhraolgrmmam pr of i t commi-yepd
|l aw student s. Before he-tevel
es for Norton Rose Ful brigh
a
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D

al has been active in sever al professi onal
iation of Women Att orihwWoynse n tlhaewyNeartsi oSheacd t iBoamr,
an American Lawyers Section. She is also ag
can Heart Association and Habitat for Humahi
porated.

—>>>
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: in Soci al Justice, wi t h
ity Thurgood Mar shal/l Sch
ntly received a Diversity 4dnd

st al ed
U
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New Director of Di ver]si

tunity to por K
ts foundation of DEI , and its attornegys

bly Shecuseednhély careed as BEbLendjor | t

e®OEhBt]jaAd
t, Bl ils s
I counsel and senior vice presidgnt

oflo |
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aculty. Doing Great Things.

Spearlt scores a scholarly win with publisher, University of
California Press! Stay tuned for soon-to-be-released book,
Muslim Prisoner Litigation: An Unsung American Tradition.

“This work fills an important gap in scholarship that will strengthen TSU standing
as a premier research institution and advance TMSL reputation for excellence
among law schools and law school faculties. UC Press is by far one of the top, academic
publishers around. To date, this is my biggest acomplishment as a law professor. I'm
excited about how this body of work will impa xas Southern, Thurgood Marshall

School of Law and the profession.” Spearlt, Prof s :
. ,, pearlt

PROFESSOR OF LAW
Thurgood Marshall School of Law

EXPLORE FACULTY EXCELLENCE

THE EXPERIENTIAL

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Lhe Experiential Education Department would like to
CONGRATULATE

“ Attorney Myrna Guidry on her recent appointment to Houston
Independent School Districe Board of T 3

s’

Attorney dr_v serves as an adiuncl‘ pro('cssor, lc:lching Medi
To date, Pro - Guidry has certified' more than'120 3L students

ified Mediators.

1ER IVERSITY
Marshall School of Law

Ifyou have any questions about the Experiential Education Department, please contact Associate Dean, Stephanie Ledesma, stephanie.ledesma@tmslaw.tsu.edu.

THE EXPERIENTIAL

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Lhe-Experiential Education” Department would like to

CONGRATULATE

Adjunct Profe
publication, "

Central Law Rev

and continu serve as an adjunct for the Immigr
Trial Simul: and the LLM Program.

If you have any questions about the Experiential Education Department, please contact Associate Dean, Stephanie Ledesma, stephanie.ledesma@tmslaw.tsu.edu.

M p
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Toni Jackson (class of 1991) Mo u |
mot her, El'i zabeth Marindal]Jac

Eli zabeth Mari péaasddcbhbihdDdar@uary in |Gre
CarolShealived an amazing |ife and wil!/
great cooking, positive spirit, and|l tr
passed on to HarmrtdhaugdteGro,pieberyio.as g wo
her community, Mrs. THhacKbangwod | L& imé
deepest condolences to all of the Jjck

Sindy Santiago (Class of 2016 gr
Synthia Calderon Scanu.

I't is with great sadness tds am@mpuohnbkleat
Calderon 8Wlkkangained her wings on Jaljhua
Jti me for Sindy to |l ose someone who |Jgav
and |ife |l oved her back, so please |joi

est condolences and prayers to the |San

Joanne Nwaogu (Class of 201)7)
father, Emmanuel Nwaog}p.
MThe Thurgood Law family shares ig ¢t}

it o Joanne Nwaogu fBmmameell gtwa ol 4 fhte |
earth on JaMuarMwd@8gu_20@fi. Ni geri g, c
ibetter | ife for his family anMay ghiag
l oving memory providecomfort to tlhe
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I n 1l oving memory ofdbDattben Af ekMaSanéoCjdad

Deacon Al ex 92amd ofralt, helmr .qf our very own Senior A
passed away on MonHeywas alnaiiad yt d 1r, e 2t0 2dn Sat ulr da
TX. The Thurgood Law family extends our sincgres

Gl or i aof au ahreq z Lorenzo Suarez V| da

{1t is with great sadness and deepeslt c
ECEG Community Engagemendf aSheceakdosBuéat
Vidauri Mr. Suarez Vidauri was |l aid Jto
TX. Thurgood Law sends our deepest] co

0‘ Leslie &ohemanMrs. Josephine Hill] Co

.

’. \It i's with heavy hearts tha&GSeri oepjadm
trati velL Aslsii s @aam@&maephi ne Hi | IA @olmgma T

affectionately called Mother Hil/l Cpl el

Mrest on January 12, 2021. Pl ease kegep
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OUR STORY 2=

COFFEE TABLE BOOK

Pre-Order sales are $125.00
Order before December 31, 2020 (S100 is tax-deductible)

Regular sales are $150.00
($125 is tax-deductible)

PAYMENT OPTIONS:
Make a secure online payment via credit card
https://giving.tsu.edu/thurgood-law-our-story-coffee-table-book/

Text “TMSLOurStory” to 41444

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
“Thurgood Marshall School of Law” or “TMSL"
Mail to: Thurgood Marshall School of Law
Attn: Our Story Legacy Project
3100 Cleburne Street « Houston, Texas 77004
Memo: Our Story Legacy Project
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CONVERSATION SERIES

SPONSORED BY THE OFFICE OF THE PROVOST

“BUILDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR BUSINESS IN AFRICA” PART 1

CELEBRATING
MARTIN LUTHER KING’S DAY AND
HONORING BLACK HISTORY MONTH

THROUGH REPRESENTATION, IDENTITY AND DIVERSITY

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26TH
10:00 AM - 1:30 PM (CST)

#1 PANEL DISCUSSION
EXPERIENCES DOING BUSINESS IN AFRICA
FROM STARTUP TO CORPORATE INVESTMENTS

MODERATOR: DR. GREGORY MADDOX

#2 PANEL DISCUSSION /
BUSINESS COLLABORATION BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS &
BETWEEN AFRICA AND AMERICA

February 25, 2021
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. &

INSTITUTE

“Creating a New Vision for

Legal & Social Justice”
TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

THURGOOD MARSHALL SCHOOL OF LAW

3100 Cleburne Street, Houston, Texas 77004

Honorablef@raisiWashingtonyd@Honosable IS

EXCELLENCE IN INDIGENT DEFENSE SERIES

Location: Via Zoom Webinar O zoom Tentative Topics:

Zoom information given upon registration. Covid and Criminal Law Practice

Pricing: Attorneys (Private Practice): $50 Federal Criminal Defense in the Era of Covid
Government Attorneys: $25 Zoom Proceedings and Etiquette/Zoom Bail Reduction
Judges: Free Holistic Indigent Criminal Defense
Public Defenders: Free Psychological Evaluation of Your Client
Non-Attorneys- Free Veteran Representation

6 MCLE credits ¥ 1.5 Ethics credits % Register online at: https://10thannualindigentdefensewebinar.eventbrite.com

TS U kS ST NI VRS SPONSORED BY The Earl Carl Institute for Legal and Social Policy, Inc. %

Thurgood Marshall School of Law \

and
By Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association
A Criminal Defense Lawyers Project

L

Earf Carl Institute for Legal
& Social Policy, Inc.

Questions? Zahra Buck Whitfield, Esq. Associate Director - Earl Carl Institute for Legal & Social Policy « 713-313-1177 (office) - Zahrawhitfield@tmslaw.tsu.edu
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Evictions: Know Your nghts B i

All virtual courses will be presented four (4) consecutive Fridays at 4:00 pm

Friday, October 16,2020 Estate Planning: Coronavirus Considerations
4:00 pm =5:00.pm =~

Speaker: Richa‘rd Amagwu‘l;\. " Friday, October 23, 2020
Staff Attorney, ECI 4:00 pm -/5:00 pm
\I(I l l 0 Speaker: Lisa Nelsen, StaffAttorney, ECI

MCLE: 1.0 Eth
TSU

NVI s
oo W 90 to: https://bitly/ECICovidi9Law N UNIVERSITY
welcome R ool of Low

BRI B
The Earl@arl Institute for Legal& Social Policy. Inc

Criminal' Law: What EvervyGriminal Practitioner Should Know

Corona Vigsts Series

Y
MCLE 1.0 Ethics .50

https://bit.ly/ECICovid19Law

Complimentary CLE, donations welcome

I f you missed our most recent |JCLE
Go to www.tmslcle.com to Vie
All of these courses are compli mengta




