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TMSL Launches
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The TMSL Legal Entrepr enenornt lhn ceudbuactactri omrad gr am aii spi amy
recent Thurgood Mar shal/l School of Law graduates]int
nity and graduate needs seen by Acting TMSL Dean] Gal
to expand | egal services to |l ow and moder ate i ndgome
and prowvniodicnhg ttroapi ni ng and | aw practice management s
cubator progr am, (i .e. fellows), are each Il inked]Jwit
respective, practice area, who wil/l provide guidanc
and ongoing support. Ot her fell eauwp WFeereesf iatnsd iemxcplengsee:s
solo practice firms; shared office space in a colla
77004) ; CLEs; case referrals; professional net wolr ki
TMSL student s. I n addition to being newly admittpd e
plete a Bayl or School of Law progr am, Legal Mapmpker
tle overhead. The foll owing, i naugur al group of 5 eV €
family, criminal, probat e, Jerstsd rctad idhd mkeondte, Bao reudh id [y & r[soounge
Marcus ,Eatder M@hisgwzirim NMNwméEbgwigwach® Ogunsei ndsd
An unveiling of TMSLOGs Legal Entrepreneur Mmcudap o3t
buoUniversity of Texas Law School classmate ofDIJMSL
Al ana ®$piowakded a $100,000.00 investment to Texals S
st-ap). was held on May 29, 20109. Through an MOU] wit
donate four (4) hours a mont h, each, to pro bono se
free rent. The I ncubator program i s housed undef tF
tant Dean Prudence Smith). For more info, pleas Vi
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THE EXPERIENTIAL

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
IEQCH_LNG“ TRIAL ADVOCACY ACROSS BORIDIERS

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Lawyers Without Borders and NITA, have appointed
Dean Stephanie Ledesma to an International Team of Litigation Training Experts that will travel to
Namibia, Africa to teach trial skills to Namibian Attorneys who litigate gender violence crimes.

WITHOUT

v A

Crossing Borders
to Make a Difference National Institute for Trial Advocacy

EXPRE THE PRACTICE

TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY . - -
Thurgood Marshall School of Low Contact Dean Ledesma for More Information Ext. 1105 * The Dean’s Suite

T S TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Thurgood Marshall School of Law

CONGRATULATIONS

Assoc1ate Dean Cassandra Hill
For legal pedagogy scholarship that is nationally recognized and utmzed at T

Association of American Law Schools

N

%% 2019 AALS New Law Teachers Workshop
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TMSL Wel comes New St
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“Creating a New Vision for
Legal & Social Justice”
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ECI Wel comes New Board Offjce

ECI 6s annual governing board meeting was held onj]Thu
Deanbds conference room. Pl ease join us in congrafjul a

edBoard officers and student board members are:

ECI
tant

Harriommunity EngagemaenteaSpgFeciga himsvt and

Pr esiibDdbentJames Dougl as
Vi ®Pe es-Jdege Bill Littlejohn
Secrietrar yRobert Ford
Tr eaishurr.erCRelrkoms
Student BokedgdhaehArbheys
Student BoMardi afte mbBreay s on

wel comed four new staffNew mbearms rdmmbmrg'sam,féa/mjsniesm-
Director AfE.YoROsBAhritthbat dveat or and ExAlkusf@ve

INSTITUTE

“Creating a New Vision for
Legal & Social Justice”
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Class of 2019 Hooding Ce|re

“Everyone has purpose, and that
purpose is using our gifts to help : TMSL ATaKkmsha, Frdmcsiss off 20
otherS@nd transform lives. : s '
Wherever you go, things should be : as the keynote speaker] of
different and better because you Ceremony on May 17, 2011 9.
showed up. ‘ ‘ ful and left an everl hsti
Doctor graduates.
showed up. Comm . ) .
better beca _ . Attorney Francis previjusl
% ' Assistant Attorney Genpr al

showed up, Peoplet ir & sion. She also founded| The
becausegOu showed up. . . . . . .
. tique |l aw firm specialfizi

p -*ashaFrancis l'itigation. She is curjren

partment of Neighborhopds

Rodolfo “Rudy” Ruiz

Congratul at Valedictorian—Class of 2019
tendid. t Rod

« CALI Excellence for the Future Awards in Lawyering Process I« Incoming 1L Full Scholarship

-3 A H o CALI Excellence for the Future Awards in Constitutional LawI  « TMSL Hispanic Law Student Association, member
n R u d y 0 f (R u 1 1 « CALI Excellence for the Future Awards in Evidence « TMSL Institute for International & Immigration Law, member
o cellence for the Future Awards in Appellate Litigation ~ « TMSL Veterans Law Student Association, member
[ g )
man y accom « CALI Excellence for the Future Awards in Criminal Procedure « TMSL Asian Pacific American Law Student Association, member

H . % SL Full S¢ ip 2L and 3L ye: . ( yers Associati K y
i nc I m‘ M S h g C I Top 10% TMSL Full Scholarship 2L and 3L year Houston Young Lawyers Association, Basketball League

of 2019 Val

Ichose to attend TMSL because I agree with the law school’s message of providing opportunities to minority individuals. TMSL
was gracious enough to offer me a full scholarship my first year. In addition, I was awarded a full scholarship the

i following two years for my academic success. During my legal journey with TMSL, I was offered a paid position
T (0] revi ew at the States Department of Justice (“USDOJ”) ) Equal Employment Opportunity Commission office in

story, D | e d Falls Church, Virginia.
t hieSt udent
| i gha dt i on
TMSL wehbtstipt
www. t sul aw. STUDENT SUCCESS AT THURGOOD MARSHALL SCHOOL OF LAW

So, when people say dreams don’t come true—I am always led to share my story.
AS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

Thurgood Marshall School of Law
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Congratulations to the Omar O] V

THE LAW OFFICE OF OMAR O. VARGAS
BAR STUDY SCHOLARSHIP

VERNETRA GAVIN
$2000.00 :
THE LAW OFFICE OF The Law Offce of Omar 0. Vargas, .
OMAR 0. VARGAS BAR STUDY
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

FIRST PLACE WINNER

Elizabeth A. Opara
$1500

2019 TMSL Ve adatartaersBlav i abetalr eOparea proud schol arship
Schol arship sponsored by the Law Office of Omar | O.
onwhether or not Trump's decl aration .ofOfa tnhaet isounbgni ses
these two students excebhktedrdndgsupopaAassednall Vahpast
|l ate these | adies and wish them well in bar stud
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Houston Lawyers Associ at.

The Houston Lawyers Association (HLA) hosted it 3

9

on

20

At the Gal a, HLG®Ghehwazozrfe®Ir oAtntso ronuetyst andi ng contriput.

Al oysius M. Wickliff .SrAtt®@aomnrewn iBtry wher iiMGé& AWwasd
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Texas Criminal Defense Lawyer

The Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Ass3tcataet i Renp rleTs(
tive Senfr omina JTuhnoemplso,n 2019, at their annuall war
was awaRodoedey hé&lfloirs hfewaredxcepti onal commi t ment 0 &
endeavors related to criminal def ense; spreadinjg a
positive i mpact on criminal def ense. The awardj] wa
voiacned/ or advocate to TCDLA

cnator Rodnen Els Jgry
m the
Texas Criminal Defense Lawners AssocAuON
Digprosentative Dinfpenin Trampion

s precented the Senator Rodney Ells Awar for

ving au a voice and advocate for the Texas
Criminal Defense Lawyens Association and the
clienta we represent. We preent this award to ne
recagnized as a protetar of the rle of law and a
efender of indiidual rights and frecdome:
2019

SENFRONIA THOMPSON
Texas House
Democrat

. . Democratic State Rep. Senfronia Thompson's 46th year in the Texas House might have been her greatest yet as a legislator who's
t a t e R e r em g G- m tn a ta I V keeps getting better with experience. An African-American attorney who mixes street smarts with a piercing intellect, vast institutional
knowledge and a heart of gold, Thompson moved mountains once again in a crusade for the everyday people who have a voice that

human frafficking and several bills that are designed to crack down on sexual assault while taking new strides to help the victims as well.
another measure that she'd initiated through the House in a move that seeks to boost the proceeds that charitable organizations receive

roars at the Capitol with her watching their backs.

h 0 m p \S a) $] a I S O n a. m e d Thompson did the usual amount of heaving lifting as the chief House sponsor on a sweeping package of legislation that aims to combat
Thompson passed a measure that will double the amount of money that the state reserves for indigent court cases in a special judicial

L fund. She served as the lead sponsor in the lower chamber on a bill that will strengthen the state’s guardianship laws as long it survives

Govemor Greg Abbott's veto pen like a related proposal that didn't have her name on it failed to do. She successfully shepherded

y t h e C a p | t 0 I I ns.i from bingo games and the cut that goes to counties where they're played as well. A member of the Sunset Advisory Commission for the
past two years, Thompson sponsored legislation that will keep the state agencies that regular real estate professionals, accountants and

geoscientists from going out of business in September.

S o w 4w

e r S t a f f f O r t h e I r Bul(woonnelonghmeIa\'/makersmoslmemurablemomamscamewnh that she the House to i into

. bills that she hadn't been of the i who had. Thompson made her biggest splash on the eve of
I n t _B e a “ A I b t a t u S the session's final day when refused Io bllnk in a standoff on a sunset bill that would have shifted the state’s licensing process for
g . plumbers to a larger umbrella agency that regulates a long list of other occupations. Thompson was upset about a conference

committee's deletion of an amendment that she'd offered and the House had passed in a move that would have delayed the closing of
f e H . the Texas Board of Plumbing Examiners for two years while lawmakers searched for ways to solve problems that had troubled it and

n O r rn cl t I C) n . prompted an earlier vote to shut it down. Thompson gave the House Republican who's the sunset commission vice-chairman the
opportunity to shelve the conference report so the lower chamber could simply concur with Senate revisions that would have
accomplished at the point what she's set out to do in the initial amendment. When the GOP colleague held his ground, Thompson killed
the bill with the help of her fellow Democrats and more than a dozen Republicans in a development that caused a Bonnen team fumble
at the goal line of a session that the first-ime speaker had declared to be a Super Bowl victory just three days earlier. The net effect of
this particular snafu will almost two years with a deregulated plumbing industry in the Lone Star State.

D

Thompson's most impressive achievement this year arguably came at the expense of pharmaceutical manufacturers who appeared to
come out worse on a bill that they'd backed as a result of an amendment that she tacked on to it than they would have been if the status
quo had remained intact. With a medical doctor as an author in GOP State Rep. Tom Oliverson, the measure in question would have
required drug makers to inform the state when they hike the wholesale price by 50 percent or more on the more expensive medications
that are available in Texas. Oliverson fought but failed to kill a Thompson amendment that dropped the reporting threshold to price hikes
of 10 percent or more above the amounts they'd been charging the previous year. The current standard here is 15 percent. Thompson
issued an emotional warning with the fervor of an old-time evangelist - contending that the bill without her amendment would be a green
light for price gouging that would hit the people who need high-priced prescription drugs the most and can't afford to buy them. The
House responded by shooting down an Oliverson motion to table the Thompson revision on a 117-19 vote.

But the most remarkable twist on this or any other legislation took place the following day when Oliverson brought the altered measure
up for a final vote with an introductory mea culpa that was a major tribute to the Houston-area colleague who'd watered it down.
Oliverson told the House that he'd spend a significant amount of time the night before contemplating the things that Thompson had said
about his bill and that he'd decided that he agreed with every word of it, thanked her for the amendment and declared that the legislation
was substantially stronger as a result of it.
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Hon. DerracfkorRmed, Kenneth E. St erpehngs -
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TMSL Al ums become publishe¢d
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Upcoming EIl ections

MyLES R.

for

to the

The Ho nRa aebrlte
177t h Harri s
f orelreecti on i n

Experience. Dedicated Public Servant. Leadership.

wwkn sk WOTEFOR ** % % * » NIKITA "NIKI" HARMON

% BRIDBETTE -

For Fort Bend County Attorney - = —
2020

“Bridging the Courts

“Fotitical advertisement paid for by the wson for Fort B ttorney
Sl e et L el Gy Paid for by Nikita Harmon for Judge Compolgn, Theima Hormon Treasurer

**RE-ELECT***

'f—e‘ “ FAIR*FORMED*FOCUSED

7

OVER 18 YEARS OF JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE
*** JUSTICE AND EQUALITY FOR ALL***

Community” @)

Nyanza fMororl¢. S. COmnggreessss i (oThXall

Jbaodhns ba
County Cri minal Court i's up
2020.
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