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Investigator Responsibilities 

 

PURPOSE - The purpose of this policy and procedure is to describe the responsibilities of the Principle 
Investigator when conducting research or teaching activities with the use of animals. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY - The parties responsible for implementing this policy and procedure include the Principal 
Investigator (PI), Co-investigators, and Study Personnel. 
 
PROCEDURES - Texas Southern University relies on investigators to maintain high standards of animal care 
in any research setting. In efforts to assist investigators with meeting the expectations of the university 
the following activities are provided for implementation by research faculty and staff: 
 

 Submit research protocols, as required by institutional animal care and use committees, accompanied 
by a lay description of the project and its intended benefits for use as needed by the institution's 
animal care and use committee. 

 Maintain complete records of procedures undertaken during all animal experiments. 

 Conduct a thorough orientation for students, post-doctoral fellows, technicians, animal care workers, 
and others participating in research on the rationale for the use of animals in each protocol. Be 
sensitive to the needs of newcomers to adjust to participating in research performed on animals. 

 Maintain a scholarly, sensitive, respectful environment during all animal experimentation. 

 Participate in continuing education and training programs designed to keep investigators abreast of 
the latest techniques and procedures in animal research. 

 Devote time and effort to institution-wide activities to promote a general understanding within the 
academic community and the lay public of the need for animals in research and instruction. 

 Emphasize the role of laboratory animals when presenting research results or discussing human 
diseases with lay audiences and describe the contributions of humanely conducted animal studies to 
the discovery of new knowledge and development of new technologies and treatment capabilities. 
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When animals are used for instructional purposes, the following activities should be followed: 

 Ensure that animals used for instructional purposes in classrooms or laboratories receive the same 
humane care and treatment as those used for research purposes. 

 Review any teaching methods involving animals to ensure that all regulations and guidelines are being 
followed. 

 Promote sensitivity and concern among students for the need for humane care and treatment of 
animals. 

 Promote understanding among students of the importance of humanely conducted animal studies to 
the discovery of new knowledge and the development of new technologies and treatment 
capabilities. 


