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IACUC Responsibilities 

 

PURPOSE - The purpose of this policy and procedure is to describe the responsibilities of the Institutional 
Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC). 
 
RESPONSIBILITY - The parties responsible for implementing this policy and procedure include the 
following: Department of Research Enhancement and Compliance Services (DRECS) Director/Staff, IACUC 
Members, IACUC Chair, and the Institutional Official. 
 
PROCEDURES - To maintain compliance with applicable animal welfare regulations and policies, the IACUC 
shall perform the following activities: 
 
1. Review at least once every six months the university's program for humane care and use of animals, 

using the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (hereafter referred to as the “Guide”), 
National Resource Council 1996, as a basis for evaluation; 

2. Inspect at least once every six months all of the university's animal facilities using the Guide as a basis 
for evaluation; 

3. Prepare reports of the IACUC evaluations conducted and submit the reports to the Institutional 
Official. The reports are updated at least once every six months upon completion of the required 
semiannual evaluations. The reports contain a description of the nature and extent of adherence to 
the Guide and NIH/USDA Policy. The reports also identify specifically any departures from the 
provisions of the Guide and NIH/USDA Policy, and state the reasons for each departure. The reports 
distinguish significant deficiencies from minor deficiencies. A significant deficiency being one which, 
consistent with NIH/USDA Policy, and, in the judgment of the IACUC and the Institutional Official, is 
or may be a threat to the health or safety of the animals. If program or facility deficiencies are noted, 
the reports must contain a reasonable and specific plan and schedule for correcting each deficiency. 
The reports are signed by a majority of the IACUC members and minority opinions are included. 

4. Review concerns involving the care and use of animals at the university; 

5. Make recommendations to the Department of Research Enhancement and Compliance Services and 
Institutional Official regarding any aspect of the university's animal program, facilities, or personnel 
training; 

6. Review and approve, require modifications in order to secure approval, or withhold approval of 
activities related to the care and use of animals; 
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7. Review and approve, require modifications in order to secure approval, or withhold approval of 
proposed significant changes regarding the use of animals in ongoing activities; 

8. Be authorized to suspend an activity involving animals. If the IACUC suspends an activity involving 
animals, the Department of Research Enhancement and Compliance Services Director and 
Institutional Official, in consultation with the IACUC, will review the reasons for suspension, take 
appropriate corrective actions, and report that action to the NIH Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
(OLAW); 

9. Ensure that all personnel involved with animal care, treatment or use are provided with training on 
humane practice and the concept, availability and use of research, teaching or testing methods that 
replace, reduce, or refine the use of animals or animal distress; 

10. Ensure that all personnel involved with animal care, treatment or use are provided with training on 
occupational health and safety programs, their implementation and function in promoting employee 
well-being. 
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When animals are used for instructional purposes, the following activities should be followed: 

 Ensure that animals used for instructional purposes in classrooms or laboratories receive the same 
humane care and treatment as those used for research purposes. 

 Review any teaching methods involving animals to ensure that all regulations and guidelines are being 
followed. 

 Promote sensitivity and concern among students for the need for humane care and treatment of 
animals. 

 Promote understanding among students of the importance of humanely conducted animal studies to 
the discovery of new knowledge and the development of new technologies and treatment 
capabilities. 


