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Houston community supports Texas Southern University
Maroon & Gray Affair raises over $800,000 for scholarships

Professor awarded
Pittsburgh biology fellowship

Outstanding students and alumni recognized

Dr. Audrey Player, assistant
professor of biology, has been
selected to work in the laboratory
of Dr. Sandra Murray at the
University of Pittsburgh’s School
of Medicine. Dr. Player will be a
visiting professor in cell biology
during the summer 2017 semester.
She is the recipient of one of five
visiting professorships awarded by
the American Society for Cell Biology (ASCB)
Minorities Affairs Committee (MAC).
Dr. Murray and Dr. Player will engage in research to
understand the type and role of connexin gap junction
channel proteins in the regulation of cell behavior.
Molecular biological biochemical and microscopic
imaging techniques will be used to analyze gene
expression and manipulate the proteins found in the
channels that facilitate the movement of regulatory
molecules between cells.
The ASCB funds science education partnerships to
update professors on the latest research tools and
techniques, helps them build a network with community
scientists and institutions to offer support, and brings
the excitement of research science into the classroom.

Lady Tigers win SWAC West Division
in softball doubleheader split
Texas Southern University raised in excess of $800,000 for deserving TSU students on April
29 at its inaugural Maroon and Gray Affair. The inaugural event drew more than 1,100 TSU
alumni, friends, and stakeholders to the Marriott Marquis Houston for an evening of elegance in
support of student scholarships and programmatic efforts.
See Gala on page 2

Texas Southern University’s Lady Tigers claimed the
Southwestern Athletic Conference (SWAC) West
Division softball championship on April 30 after
splitting a doubleheader with Grambling University.
See Lady Tigers on page 2

U.S. Senator John Cornyn to address graduates
at Texas Southern University’s Spring Commencement
U.S. Representatives Al Green and Sheila Jackson Lee to pay tribute to University’s 90-year history
U.S. Senator John Cornyn (R-Texas) will be the keynote speaker at Spring
Commencement exercises at Texas Southern University. Commencement will be held May
13, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. in the Health and Physical Education Arena on TSU’s campus. Dr.
Austin A. Lane is the 12th president of Texas Southern University.
U.S. Representatives Al Green (D-TX, 9th District), and Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX, 18th
District), will deliver special presentations to pay tribute to University’s 90-year history
during the ceremony. Texas Southern University was founded in 1927 as the Houston
Colored Junior College. It became the Houston College for Negroes in 1934 and the Texas
State University for Negroes in 1947. Texas Southern University underwent its final name
change in 1951 in response to a student body petition to the state legislature.
Senator Cornyn was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2002. He served on the Senate Armed Services, Judiciary and Budget committees in his first term. In
2006, he was elected to the Republican Senate Leadership team as vice chairman of the Senate Republican Conference. His Republican colleagues selected
him in 2008 to serve as chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee for two terms. He became Minority Whip in 2013 and Majority Whip in
2014.
See Commencement on page 2
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Commencement… continued from page 1
Senator Cornyn, a Houston native, is a graduate of
Trinity University and St. Mary's University School
of Law, and received his LL.M. from the University
of Virginia School of Law. He served Texas as a
district judge on the state Supreme Court and as the
state’s attorney general.
Representative Green, a graduate of TSU’s
Thurgood Marshall School of Law, is a ranking
member of House Oversight and Investigations
committee and is assistant Whip for the Democratic
Party.
Representative Jackson Lee, whose district
includes TSU, has served on various committees,
including Foreign Affairs, Homeland Security, and
Judiciary.

Gala… continued from page 1
“The Maroon & Gray Affair was a phenomenal
success, and a very encouraging endeavor,” said
Wesley Terrell, acting chair of TSU’s Board of
Regents. “Not only was it successful in raising over
$800,000 in funds for much-needed TSU student
scholarships, the event showcased the incredible
array of individuals and entities that view Texas
Southern University as a worthy investment and
valued community partner.”
Brianna Batiste, a finance major from Southern
California; Anthony Collier, a political science
major from Manor, Texas; Ashtyn Duncan, an
accounting major from Houston; and Kaleb Taylor,
a political science major from Missouri City, Texas,
were recognized for their academic and civic
accomplishments. Alumni honorees included
Alaina Benford, partner at Norton Rose Fulbright,
who earned a bachelor’s degree in marketing from
TSU and her Juris Doctorate from TSU’s Thurgood
Marshall School of Law; and Tony Wyllie, senior
vice president of communications for the
Washington Redskins, who earned his bachelor’s
degree in communication from TSU.
“Texas Southern is elated to honor our fantastic
students and accomplished alumni. The University
family is buoyed by the support of our stakeholders
and friends. This gala will allow us to continue the
critical work of serving as a special-purpose
institution for the most deserving students,” said
TSU President Dr. Austin A. Lane.
The dynamic duo of Nephew Tommy, comedian
and radio personality on The Steve Harvey Morning
Show, and Melinda Spaulding from Fox News
Houston served as the masters of ceremonies. Texas
Southern’s award-winning Ocean of Soul marching
band opened the evening with a thunderous
performance. The silent auction featured sports
memorabilia, weekend get aways, artwork and more.
Jim Brownrigg, a senior executive at Turner
Construction, kicked off The Maroon & Gray
“Paddles Up” Appeal which raised an additional
$100,000 from guests at the event. The S.O.S Band
delivered a soul-stirring performance to close out the
evening.

TSU, Anti-Defamation League
partner to battle racism
Leonard Spearman, Jr., director
of community relations for Texas
Southern, was invited to participate
in the Anti-Defamation League’s
(ADL) Coalition for Mutual Respect
breakfast held at Faith Lutheran
Church on April 27. Spearman is a
member of the African American /
Jewish Dialogue group and is the
son of former TSU President
Leonard H.O Spearman, Sr.
Houston District Attorney Kim
Ogg, Harris County Sheriff Ed
Gonzalez and Assistant Police Chief
W.R. Dobbins spoke to religious
(l-r) Leonard Spearman, Jr., Harris County District
and community leaders at the event.
Attorney Kim Ogg and D.A. Community Outreach
Panelists discussed homelessness,
Coordinator Shekira Dennis, a TSU alumna.
immigration concerns and how law enforcement leaders are working to establish trust
throughout the city. An ongoing dialogue will determine what faith-based groups can do to
support this effort. It was noted that serious crime reporting is down 43% in the Hispanic
community due to deportation fears.

Lady Tigers…continued from page 1

(l-r) Assistant coach Jasmine Hutchinson, Treshea Wilson, Adreana Casares, Krystalani
Yockman, Head Coach Worley Barker, Kierra Patton, Tiffany Marshall, Gisella Paranich,
Anisha Richardson, Assistant Coach Tony Saldivar.
TSU won the series finale 11-3 in six innings after falling 4-3 in the opening game.
Madilynn Marek had three runs and Heaven Benavidez added two RBIs to help the Lady
Tigers win the finale, splitting the doubleheader to take the series. TSU (21-16) finishes
conference play with a 12-6 league record. Lauren Rodriguez pitched four and one-third
innings, allowing only three hits and one earned to win game two. Her season record was 8-4.
TSU was ahead 5-0 going into the fourth inning in game two, but relief pitcher Jasmine
Fulmore shut down a Grambling rally by striking out two batters and allowing only one hit in
her first save of the season.
Adreana Casares hit a first-inning RBI for TSU in the opening game, Krystalani Yockman
ignited a rally in the bottom of the seventh with a two-run homer to cut Grambling's lead to one
run. Gisella Paranich scored twice in the opener.
The Lady Tigers honored seven seniors on the roster. Six of those seniors – Casares,
Paranich, Yockman, Treshea Wilson, Kierra Patton, and Anisha Richardson – occupied the
first six spots in the line-up at Saturday's opener. Senior pitcher Tiffany Marshall was also
honored.
TSU concluded their regular season on Wednesday in San Antonio during a doubleheader at
Incarnate Word. The Lady Tigers will open the SWAC Tournament on May 13.

