
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: TSU Family 
FROM: Kenneth Huewitt, Interim President 
DATE: November 18, 2020   
SUBJECT: Winter 2020 Commencement Update 

 
 

TSU 2020 Graduates, 

 
Due to the recent public safety alert and guidelines released Tuesday by Harris County, Texas Southern 
University has made the difficult decision to cancel the in-person portion of this weekend’s hybrid 
commencement exercises scheduled for H&PE Arena.  An all virtual ceremony for Winter 2020 
graduates will still go on to celebrate your academic accomplishments and the link will be available to 
watch live on tsu.edu. 
  
The safety of our students, faculty and staff has been top of mind for all of us throughout this 
pandemic.  We were all hopeful for the hybrid option, but the dramatic nature of recent COVID-19 
numbers in Houston and state of Texas have forced a change of plans, in the interest of health and 
safety.  The most recent public safety alert sent to more than 2 million Houston area residents factored 
heavily in the determination to change course so close to this weekend’s scheduled events.  The number 
of daily new cases is up 250% since late September, according to county officials.  Recently, Texas became 
the first state to surpass more than one million cases. These concerning numbers, along with the proximity 
to the holiday season, has also heightened concerns for our Tiger family. As partners in the fight against 
COVID-19, we join our city, county, and congressional leaders in encouraging testing and safe health 
practices. 
  
We join you in the disappointment of not having the in-person component of graduation.  We look 
forward to celebrating with you and your families and friends as we see your names and messages on the 
big screen.  Please note that ceremony times and speakers will remain the same for schools and colleges.  
  
For more information, please contact your dean or go to tsu.edu/commencement for schedules and 
additional information.  On behalf of all of our faculty and staff, we commend you on your 
achievements.  Please stay safe and healthy. 

 
Go Tigers! 


